TKRR] 8870414

[LE 1T 5 =HRHMIEESRRORE (1)

B H K =

The Construction of Regional Policy for Rural Community
in Prussia during the "Great Depression": Part I
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The purpose of this study is to explore the historical origin of regional policy in Germany,
going back to the period before World War I. This paper, part one, is an introduction part,
and presents the subject, method, and approach in this study. Germany had changed rapidly
from an "agricultural country" to an "industrial country,” during the "Great Depression" (1873-
1896). In this process, disparities in economic and social well being had increased between its
regions, especially in rural communities. This study focuses on the following questions,
within the "Verein fur Socialpolitik,” which was the leading academic advocate for the policy

change from laissez-faire to government interference.
recognized as a structural problem or not?
interference policy to reduce spatial disparities?

policies was the consensus based on?
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First, in the period, was the disparities

Second, was there any consensus for a new

Third, if so, what kind of combination of
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