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Local Residents’ Consciousness to the River
Environment in the Kusootsu River Basin.

Morio HANEDA

(19924F10 A31 H5EH)

Recently, riversides have become a place for leisure and several kinds of projects have been
progressing. The purpose of this study is to investigate the structure of residents’ consciousness
to the river environment of the urban river, Kusootsu.

A questionnaire survey was conducted to the residents in two regions of Kusootsu river
basin. In this paper, the necessity of management of the river environment was examined and

the following conclusions were founded.

(1) It is necessary to take the residents’ consciousness into consideration in the manage-

ment of the river environment.

(2) An attraction of the river environment lies in the natural environment around the river.
At the same time, the attraction depends on the relation between the residents and the river.

(3) The problems to be solved in Kusootsu river environment are the purification of the
polluted river water and the frequent cutting down of weeds along the levee.
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