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1． Introduction

Theextrapositionofthethat-clausesandto-infinitivesareoneofthemostimportantgramma-

ticalitems.Butinthecaseofgerundextraposition, itisnotalwaysclearinwhatcasesitshould

beused.Thisstudydiscussestheusageofgerundextraposition.

2． ExamplesofGerundExtraposition

FollowingareexamplestakenfromreferencesbyEnglishauthors

ItwasnicehavingyoutotealastWednesday.

Itissonicesittingherewithyou.

It'swonderfullyingonthebeachallday.

Itwasadifficultbusinessgettingeverythingreadyintime.

Itisenjoyableworkinghere.

Itwaseasygettingtheequipmentloaded.
“ ”

. . . It'sbeenawfullyniceseeingyou.

[Allen:L.E､S]

[Horndy:Guide]

[ditto]

[ditto]

[Leech:Communicative]

[ditto]

[Maugham:Cakes&Ale]
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3． TypeofPredicates

[Yasui :Guide]showsthatthepredicateswhichexpressesnegative,orstrongfeelingsareper-

missible; instancesareasfollows,

1 negative: foolish,nouse,useless,nuisance,annoymg, 1rrltating

2 strong:exciting,dull,wonderful, fun, easy

Thistextsays$noteverythingispermissible,andweshoulduseonlysetexpressions.

[Yasui :Explanatory]presentsalistofpermissibleandimpermissiblepredicates.

1 permissible :easy,nice,nogood,wrong,useless

2 impermissible: important,odd,weird, logical,rare, just, customary

Thetextsaysthegerundisrestrictedtothosewithemotionalcolor,addingthatinmanycases

theseareusedonlycolloquiallyexceptwordslike {nouse'・Thissentenceisalittleequivocal,but

whatitmeansis, Ipresume, thatthesepredicatesareusedmainlyincolloquialsituationsexcept

the @nouse'group.

In[Murata:Functional] followingpredicatesareshownaspermissible
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easy,hard,nice,pleasant,dull,exciting,irritating,regrettablewonderful,wrong,fun,nogood,
nouse,useless

Itsaysthesepredicateswhichshowspeaker'semotionalreactionarepermissible,whilethose

whichmeansonlycognitionarenot. Impermissibleonesareasfollows

illegal, important,normal, common,outofthequestion

[Araki :Guide] listsaboutthesamekindofrightandwrongpredicates

1 right:ridiculous,fun,nice,useless,hard,irritating,understandable

2wrong: illegal,outofthequestion

AfterreferringtoafewotherTheabove-mentionedlistsofpredicateshavemuchincommon

handbooksofsentenceexamples, Imadethefollowingtable.

A.Permissible

1． Setexpression

nouse,nogood,useless

2. Degreeofdifficulty

easy,hard,tough

3． Agreeableemotion

fun,nice,good,pleasant, exciting,pleasant

4． Disagreeableemotion

dull, foolish,annoying, irritating,unpleasant,nuisance

B. Impermissible(logicalwithoutemotion)

odd,weird;common,normal,rare, customary; logical, illegal

Iexpectthislistwillbeuseful

4． ComparisonwithRightDislocation

Asexpectedfromexamplesin{2.Examples}gerundextrapositionismainlyusedinthecollo-

quialstyle. [CGEL] saysthisextrapositionis &uncommonoutsideinformalstyle', andaddsthat

gerundis @incompletelyadaptadtoextraposition,notablybybeingresistanttobearingthemain
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focus.''Thusofthenexttwoutterances ;

1 1t'sfunbeingaHOSTess

2 1t'sFIJNbeingaHOSTess

wehear2ratherthanl,and2ispunctuatedinwritingas;

1t'sfun,beingahostess

Thistypeofconstructioniswhatiscalledrightdislocation.Rightdislocationisoriginally

quitedifferentfromextraposition,butinthiscaseitsonlydifferenceinwritingisthatithasa
commaasapausebeforegerund.

Rightdislocationisawayofexpressing!after-thought',anditisoftenheardinconversation.
Thereforeitseemsdifficulttodrawaclearlinebetweenthesetwoconstructions.

Gerundextrapositionwithimpermissiblepredicatesandgerundwithsensesubjectsarenon-

grammaticalorarelowingrammaticality.

[Araki :Guide]

[Murata:Functional]

*It'sunderstandableJohn'sowningtwocars

*Itisnormalnowadayswearingglasses.

Butifthesesentenceschangeintorightdislocation,thereisnoproblem

It'sunderstandable,John'sowningtwocars

Itisnormalnowadays,wearingglasses.

5. GerundExtraposition inSubjunctive

Generallyspeaking, infinitiveishypotheticalwhilegerundisfactual.

Therefore, itisdubiousthatgerundisofteninterchangeablewithinfinitiveinextraposition

as [Genius] says. Allthegerundsintheexamplesin{2.Examples}arefactual.
Inthissense, insubjunctive,gerundextrapositionhaslessgrammaticalitythanthatofinfini-

tiveandsuchexamplesarerare.

[Araki :Guide]Itwouldhavebeennicetoknowyou.

？Itwouldhavebeenniceknowingyou

6. Conclusion

Fromtheaboveexplanationfollowingprinciplesongerundextrapositionmaybeintroduced.

1 wecanusegerundextrapositionininformal,orcolloquialsituation.

2 butweshouldmainlyusethosepredicateswhichhaveemotionalconnotations

3 andweshouldavoidthegerundwithitssensesubject,andusingthisstructureinsubjunctive
4 alltheaboverestrictionsarecancelledifweuseacommainwriting, thatis, inrightdis-

location, thoughthisisquitedifferentgrammaticalkindofconstruction.
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