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The Technique of First-person Narration in Sherwood
Anderson’s Short Stories
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Anderson wrote a number of short stories using the technique of first-person
narration. In those stories he used such a simple and traditional narrative pattern that
a first-person narrator tells his story to the readers. His narrator talks about his ex-
perience to the readers, so the readers are expected to become listeners in his short stories.
By the method of first-person narration he succeeded in forming a close relation between
the narrator and the readers. They can be one with the narrator, and feel the emotions
of main characters.

In “I'm a Fool,” Anderson tried to develop the theme of the adolescent’s initia-
tion into a universal theme, but it seems that he failed in it because of the limitation of
the first-person narration. In*“The Egg,”he gave variety to the last scene by altering the
viewpoint from first-person to third-person. The alteration is very effective in complet-
ing the climax in the ending of the story. The readers can understand the tragedy of the
father, and realize what the author truly intended in this story.In “I Want to Know Why,”
the theme is very complex to the adolescent narrator, and the author’s intervention in
him is frequent. Butin the ending the author separates from the narrator, and gives the
thematic question to the readers, which causes a kind of dramatic effect.

In a first-person narrative, one of the important points is how the author uses
the merits and how he deals with the shortcomings. It seems that Sherwood Anderson
made the best of the technique of the first-person narration in his short stories, understand-
ing these points quite well.
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They both thought it something disgrace-

ful that one of our family should take a place

as a swipe with race horses.?
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Such fellows don’t know nothing at all.

They’'ve never had no opportunity.10
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...you'd find out about horses and men

and pick up a lot of stuff you could use

all the rest of your life, if you had some

sense and salted down what you heard

and felt and saw.!!
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In the bar there was a fellow with a cane
and a Windsor tie on, that it made me sick
to look at him. I like a man to be a man
and dress up, but not to go put on that
kind of airs.1?
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The young fellow was a nice guy all right.
He was the kind maybe that goes to college
and then comes to be a lawyer..., but he
wasn’'t stuck on himself.!3
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There are some of that kind are all right

and he was one of the ones.14 &EZEHL TW
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I think maybe her father was well-to-do,

but not rich to make her chesty... Maybe

he owned a drugstore...1%
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I grew into boyhood on the place and got
my first impressions of life there. From
the beginning they were impressions of
disaster and if, in my turn, Iam a gloomy
man inclined to see the darker side of life,
I attribute it to the fact that what should
have been for me the happy joyous days
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of childhood were spent on a chicken farm.!?
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I cannot now remember his words, but he
gave the impression of one about to become
in some obscure way a kind of public enter-
tainer.19
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I do not mean to give the impression that
Father spoke so elaborately of the matter.
He was, as I have said, an uncommunicative

man.20
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As to what happened downstairs. For some

unexplainable reason I know the story as

well as though I had been a witness to my

father’s discomfiture. One in time gets to

know many unexplainable things.23
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I wondered why eggs had to be and why

from the egg came the hen who again laid

the egg.
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Anderson’s narrator senses that in the
seemingly simple act of telling his story
he enters into a highly complex relation
with his audience and that, as one able
to shape both the materials of his narra-
tive and the responses of his listeners, he
is momentarily in a position of great
power.26
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