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The Grotesque and Their Truths in Winesburg, Ohio
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The present paper is an attempt to reconsider Howe's and Cowley’s opinions on Anderson’s

view stated in “The Book of the Grotesque.”

In order to explain the reason why the people became grotesque, Howe attaches much

importance to the external forces to the people, and Cowley to the fact that they cannot express
themselves and lack the ability to communicate with others. Both of their comments are very
helpful to understand the reason, but they don’t cover all the stories in this work, because there
are twenty-five stories there. So it seems necessary that we should reconsider the reason and
the relation between the grotesque and their truths.

According to Anderson, there are many kinds of truths and each of the grotesque has its
own truth. It is very important to analyze what kinds of truths the grotesque have, because how
they live in the society depends on the truths and their attitude to them. When they cannot live
by their truths, they isolate themselves from the society. Though they sometimes try to break
the walls of isolation, they often fail in the attempt and become more isolated than before as the
result. But they persist in their truths and would never give them up. We can find fanaticism

in their attachment to the truths.

Anderson describes the external grotesqueness of the people, but he believes that they have
warm humanity behind the grotequeness. What he wanted to emphasize in this work was the
beauty of the grotesque and his sympathy for them.
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It was the truths that made the people gro-
tesques. The old man had quite an elaborate theory
concerning the matter. It was his notion that the
moment one of the people took one of the truths to
himself, called it his truth, and tried to live his life
by it, he became a grotesque and the truth he em-
braced became a falsehood. (2)
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The one conspicuous disharmony in the book is
that the introductory “Book of the Grotesque” sug-
gests that the grotesques are victims of their wilful
fanaticism, while in the stories themselves gro-
tesqueness is the result of an essentially valid re-
sistance to forces external to its victims. (4)
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George Willard is growing up in a friendly town
full of solitary persons ; the author calls them “gro-
tesques, ” Their lives have been distorted not, as
Anderson tells us in his prologue, by their each hav-
ing seized upon a single truth, but rather by their
inability to express themselves. Since they cannot
truly communicate with others, they have all be-
come emotional cripples. (5)

WENOBEICHBL T E0IE, Ldic7vT R
7 ABIOBEBRICNT 2 BEMNEENZN 70T R
78, H5VRELOEML HHMORE TR LW

BEF0 60 &£ 2 A

LLTWwBZETHB, Anderson EFIAH(2)NX
T TAE EEsBSOMEL, TNTEELI L
FTHEFDNIITOT R by LIRNTWED,
MEIZNE*EELTWBENTHB, Howe ld £
NERE LT, AF2EETIAEN, HbHS
BEL POBAYR) BOCRE,» LNENZERHL
TWaDIZHFL, Cowley 3MEAL L MEYHSR, AD
LN AR L & DEEBEDRRAL» Ta T R 7
HABICRIFTWEZ E2EHAL TS,

EZNERE ZnLTENMRFELZERL Ld°5,
Hands I28i+ % Wing Biddlebaum DA EHETT 5,
Wing 12 & » TOHOERIZI I A 20 FT IS /INER O HET T
Bo BN EFICHT IREEICH D, Hofelk
BEFORBE TRV BICEALZYLT, HLEF
TEETDZEICE )V BNBEB2BEIERNITRE
WMN%EBZETHDB, BYZOHETHEIDZED
TEBE, HRIELVWHBEIICHSNHKEE -
2o L L, H2HEEBNOEENSENFRE L 2
N, ZOFEFRTICAEZENERE s,
FNE THERE LLEFARERBRL TR KRR
—SICETY, HiEvbiFra—) 2o Hen R
ZBLrLTHLELD) > F 22T » HERENS,
WX 20 % NBLLE, Winesburg TRRBI2E L THERE
LTWwad, #HITBREEARICBULILITS,

ZOfER % Howe DTN BREL» LEZ B L, H
WEAD 7 TR 7 e ANBZEIRETHE L)
BETIEH—&LTw3kIiicAazb, SIENLIR
Wing * A EZ L LTERTOINBIEBLNETH
D, HoNPIZIMILERNT A A=) T
Her2BBTHZEHNTES, Wing ZABENIC
0, HOEBELEWCEELZI LN TET 0T
27 ABIcE>TwBb EER 5, —H, Cowley?®
MFNBETEZDE, Wing 3EFFTBENFERE L
TEETL-OOF2HE Y, ZOEFEERATS
RODFOFERIHEIC L N EIEINTWELDHIS,
Cowley »E9 L) ICHTC2RAT I FRERLY
WRIRICBIANTWB EE 25, /o THNBFTD
ZHNETIIRLELD B,

WENHFR ZNFNOERIC L >THEELG &
FTHEAN TR Z2ICET 2REREICOVWTEW
B 2HE» SORTTHY, TNEFNRLEHE
BN DH, Winesburg, OhiolZIi325NMHEELDH 5
DTENDNTHICHELICLTUTZE 5 LIFFVW#EW
s 5 IcBbnsb, Howe NE ) NBIESIZ Hands I
BWCILBRBEETH 55, HoOWEE TlIhAL
LOEHEVIFE EN) FNEEENTIIZ(, B



— 142 —
BER

DADBRBFEITIAA TWIT L W KZE L W T2
THEL TV RICBEL v, &, ThbngTon
WRENEFMER L LT, BEIHEH LS WIIF
TEHSD» LEZIHHE~OBITE V) BROHE
#%, Winesburg &9 Z NDHEHETD A 2 12 K128
LFEDOHBI LI LND D, FHENEE
BB LI T > Tk, 72 Cowley nE )
BERNOARICOVTIE, FDRHICHE % TR
TELWEALY LN SLBDLN, BP0
TAZU ARDEEME % » TV B DT, Hands D
BNHBY L THOWENFEIZ LH % ) DR LM
HBLERXB, LiL, HICEERENIEH B
& LT A Man of Ideas ) Joe Welling D #l 7% & 4
b, EALDELRVEDEANDTRICHMA TV D
bIFTIRZ, TRTHU A2 DFAETL, FickE
BOMEE & 2R BEL2EET 2721 Clafkie
KL bBWHANEDTH D, ANrRDEFEZEL
BI DML RRR LA RIRE & SNkl ude b e,

Anderson |3 The Book of the Grotesque IZ3\> 7,
EEROFZIBEENEBE D72 LT, 20
& L T virginity, passion, wealth, poverty Z&®
SCNEBE 2, HBREECS(OTHELR
BOEAERTH 72 LTW5B0 = id ADsEHEE
ZBBERLZINICL-THEELEIETEH, 20
BENEALBBRTLENOAICE > THEHBICK N
BT LEERT S, KictT A FNEE LY
HELIETI2H, NRZNEENHIOTRY
%%, NIEALZEELEATY, TOHEBETE
ELI) LT HE, LRBICKAFL &840 L7
RTAZI L bR 2BLDTHE, EHICER
TREAL, ZTOHEBEAIWMBICL D LRRTW2 48
Thd, ZTHIZANIZEE B 2I0RA FEE ICHEL)
LNBEVIBRTH B, ZNDAITDWT Lionel
Trilling I3RND & H IcB XT3,

In what way could it have become a falsehood
and its possessor a “grotesque” ? The nature of the
falsehood seems to lie in this-that Anderson’s af-
firmation of life by love, passion, and freedom had,
paradoxically enough, the effect of quite negating
life, making it gray, empty, and devoid of meaning.
9
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The people of the town thought of her as a
confirmed old maid and because she spoke sharply
and went her own way thought her lacking in all
the human feeling that did so much to make and
mar their own lives. (10)
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... I tell you, all women are dead, my mother,
your mother, that tall dark woman who works in the
millinery store and with whom I saw you walking
about yesterday-all of them, they are all dead. I tell
you there is something rotten about them. --- They
are sent to prevent men making the world worth
while. ---” (12)
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For some reason they could not have explained

they had both got from their silent evening together
the thing needed. Man or boy, woman or girl, they
had for a moment taken hold of the thing that
makes the mature life of men and women in the
modern world possible. (13)
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Enock wanted to talk too but he didn’t know
how. He was too excited to talk coherently. When
he tried he sputtered and stammered and his voice
sounded strange and sqeaky to him. That made
him stop talking. He knew what he wanted to say,
but he knew also that he could never by any possi-
bility say it. (14)
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Without stopping to think of what she intended
to do, she ran downstairs through the dark house
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and out into the rain. --- She thought that the rain
would have some creative and wonderful effect on
her body. Not for years had she felt so full of youth
and courage. She wanted to leap and run, to cry
out, to find some other lonely human and embrace
him. (15)
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“I will get out of here, run away from home,”
he told himself. --- He would steal a ride on the local
and when he got to Cleveland would lose himself in
the crowds there. He would get work in some shop
and become friends with the other workmen and
would be indistinguishable. Then he could talk and
laugh. He would no longer be queer and would
make friends. Life would begin to have warmth
and meaning for him as it had for others. (17)
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Wash Williams, the telegraph operator of Wines-
burg, was the ugliest thing in town. His girth
was immense, his neck thin, his legs feeble. He
was dirty. Everything about him was unclean. Even
the whites of his eyes looked soiled. (19)
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In the darkness the young reporter found him-
self imagining that he sat on the railroad ties beside
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a comely young man with black hair and black shin-
ing eyes. There was something almost beautiful in
the voice of Wash Williams, the hideous, telling his
story of hate. (21)
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