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Introduction

IfweconsiderD.H.Lawrence'sworks, it seemsbetterforus toseparatehis

earlythreenovelsfromtheothersforthesereasons;Onereasonisthat,asisshown

inSO"Sα"aLo""s,heWasatthisstageunderthegreatinfluenceofLydiaLawrenceシ

hismother, andhiswritingactivitieswere,moreorless, influencedbythebond

withher・Anotherreasonisthat,asJ.I.M.Stewartsaid, :onecompleteandsignifi-

cantphaseofLawrence'slifewasclosingwhenhefinishedSo"sα"〃Loひg"S'(1) ．The

thirdisthat,asAnthonyWest said, @fromTheR""60z"onwards thenovelsare

moreconcernedwiththephysicalbeingofthecharactersthanwithwheretheygo,

whattheydo,andwhathappenstothem' (2) ●

Inthisessay,hisearlythreenovelsareconsidered,withemphasisonthedomi-

nantmother-and-sonrelationship. Thefirsttwoseemtobeworthierofcosideration

asbeinginstrumentalintheinterpretationofSo"s""dLo""s.Theproblemthatmust

besolvedfirstiswhathispursuitsare.Lawrencesaid, "Igotoawomantoknow

myself, andknowingmyself, togofurther, toexploreintotheunknown, whichis

thewoman, ventureinuponthecoastsoftheunknown, andopenmydiscoveryto

allhumanity.(3) '' Itisinsearchofsomethingpermanent, itseems, thathetriesto

haveaperfectunionwithawoman.

Ashisthoughtwasfoundedonthebondwithhismother, theanalysisof the

relationshipbetweenMrs.MorelandPaul istobeattempted・ Then, asMiriamwas

thefirstwomanwhomPaul'sinterestwasseriouslyaroused in, hercharacter, the

Paul-Miriamrelationship, andthecauseoftheirdisharmonyanddiscouragementare

tobeconsidered.DuringandafterPaul'sintercoursewithMrs.MorelandMiriam,

Lawrence'sattentionwasalwaysattractedto thematerialworld, which, inturn,

broughtforthhiscriticismoncivilization.

Chapter l Somethingpermanent

@Thehumanrace isurged inevitably intoadeeperanddeeperrealizationof

life'(4) , saidSiegmund. Infact, duringallhisliterarycareer, Lawrenceseemsto

askhimselfwhatlifeis, howitshouldbegoingon, howamanandawomancan

existinharmony, andwhatisconnectingthem. Hischiefaimis tobringto the
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humanraceaperfect,wholerelationshiPbetweenamanandawoman. Thisrela.

tionshipwilldevelopintohisidealstateofmindwherethereistobefoundafeeling

ofbalance,acool,clearatmosphere, thesenseofhappywholeness・ RexWarner

saystousastowhatlifemeanttoLawrenceasfollows:

Life, initself,wastohimthemostdivineofthings, andanythingwhichinter_

feredwithlifewasconsequentlythedevil. Christianity,whichhehadknownin
hischildhoodasaconstrictingconvention, wasthereforetoberejected.

(D.H.Lzzz"〃"ce,T"eRjSjWgGe"eγα"0", Vol.CVII,No． 6)

Therearesomesuggestionsheoffered. First, onemusthavetherealandvital

partimperceptibletoothers. Inotherwords, theremust liedeep inone'ssoula

cold, relentlessmysteryoflife, lifewhichiswild, strongandstrangeatthesource

andistobreathewiththeother'slifewhentheirmeetingisperfect.

Secondly, amanandawomanmayget real joyandsatisfactionoutofeach

other,eachthroughtheother, atfirst. Hecalleditthe @baptismoffireor life in

Passion'(5) . Butit istemporary, notpermanent, anditneverlasts. Siegmundand

HelenainT"en"eSP"ss",GeorgeandMeginT"eW""g〃αcoc", andeventhe

MorelsinSo"sα"aLozﾉ"shadthispassiononce, ifitonlylastedforashortperiod

oftime. Noneofthepairscouldkeepthemoment, thoughtheywishedto let it

continueforever.

Thirdly, Lawrencebelievedthat, ifonewantsamatetogosidebysidewith,

theremustbesomethinggreat, somethingpermanenttoconnecteachother・ This

maybesomethinglike @thegreatmotherhoodofwoman' (6) . Judgingfromhis

statementthat camanneedsamotherallhislife'(7),whatheseeksforisagreat

bindingforcewithwhichamanandawomancanhavethesenseof the @oneness

andunityoftheirfates'(8) ●

ChapterI Themother-and-sonrelationship

Whentheabove-mentioned Gonenessandunityoffates' isconsidered, thebest

helptounderstandthisconceptionistoanalyzetherelationshipbetweenMrs.Morel

andhersecondsonPaul inSo"s""dZ,o""s・ Needlesstosay, this isusuallydealt

withasatypical exampleofOedipuscomplex, aboutWhichhowmuchLawrence

himselfknewatthetimeofhiswritinghisearlyworksisdifficulttodetermine(9) ●

Georgemightwellsaythat ･marriageismoreofaduelthanaduet. Oneparty

winsandtakestheothercaptive,slave,servant'(10).GeorgeandMeg'slifeinTﾉ"

W〃〃gPe"Coc"maysafelybesaidtobetheprototypeof theMorels'. PoorMr.

Morelwasalwayscastoff, putaway, quitealone, andneglected・ Hewasquitean

outsiderinthefamily.Betweenthemanandhiswife, therewasnothingbuthatred

andstrife_
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Mrs.MorelgavebirthtoPaul justwhenherownbitternessofdisillusionwas
hardesttobear, andsoPaulwasdestinedtobebornwith <thegiftofsorrow'(11),
meltingwithhismotherinanguishandmisery.

Ibelievemymotherhatedmyfatherbeforelwasborn. Thatwasdeathinher
veinsformebeforelwasborn. (T"eW〃"eP"coc", p. 33)

This senseofdeathwhichwashandeddowntoPaul byhisparents' discordant

maritallifeisthoughttohavebeenaspurforhimtoapproachhismotherandto
searchforlife・ FriedaLawrencesaidinher"ひォI,B"ォT"eWM"dtotheeffectthat,

inhisworks, thereisalwaysatingeofdeath, andthataman'sephemeral lifeis,

Lawrenceperceived, aseriesofintenseactivitiesand lifebecomesreal onlywhen
deathisapartofit.

AsforMrs.More1, shefeltguiltyfromthebeginningofhisbirth forhaving

broughthimintotheworldunloved・ Withallherforceshedevotedandsacrificed
herselfforhimtocompensateforwhatthecouplehaddone. Atfirst, pityseems
tohavebeenakintoherloveforherson. Then, graduallyhebegantodrawher

innermostthoughtsoutofher, shareherburdenandtrouble, andexertallpossible
effortstomaketheworldglowforher, untilatlastshecouldnotdowithouthim,

forsheclungandstucktohim, andherlifewasrootedandestablishedinhim.
WhenLawrence'slettersareexamined, itmaysafelybesaidthatthisstateof

affairswasdirectlyresultedfromhisreallifewithhisparents. Howperfectlyand

intimatelyMrs.MorelandPaulwereunitedorknittedtogethercaneasilybeunder-
stoodeveninthewriter'svocabulary: (Almost shelivedbyhim' (12), @herson's

heartwaitingonher'(1.), @hewascomingtoshareherburden'(14), @shesharedalmost

everythingwithhim'(15), @Thetwosharedlives'(16), :shefelthersoulstoodbyhim'
(17), etC.

OnthepartofPaul, hislifebeganwithpityforherandhatredforhisfather.
Thehatredwaschieflyduetothefeelingthatthefather, theauthorofallthetrou-

blesinthefamily, couldnotmakethemotherenjoyherlife'sfulfillment3 Paul's
hatredtowardMr.Morelreachedtosuchanextentas to torturehimself forhis

ownincapabilityofrelievinghersuffering・ ItistruethatMr.Morelwasprimarily

responsibleforMrs.MorelandPaul'sextraordinaryintimacy.But,admittingthat
thereremains,moreorless, aspiritualandemotionalnavelstringunbrokenforever

inaman'ssoul, itwasforakeytoasupreme, perfectandwhole intimacywith

Others,itmaybeargued,thathesoughtinthemother-and-sonrelationship,though

theintimacythatexistedbetweenMrs.Morelandhersonwascarriedtotheextreme.

Paulwasmostdeeplyattachedtohismother,whoheldhimupandsupported

hislife. Herinfluenceuponhimmadehimhardandforeigntoothers, withthe

resultthathewasforcedtobeheldinthebondageofhismother. Itisnoexagge-

rationtosaythathislifecyclebeganwithdeathandendedwithdeath， Lawrence

saidasfollows:
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Therewasoneplaceintheworldthatstoodsolidanddidnotmeltintounreality:
theplacewherehismotherwas. Everybodyelsecouldgrowshadowy, almost
non-existenttohim, butshecouldnot. Itwasasifthepivotandpoleofhis
life, fromwhichhecouldnotescape, washismother.

(So"sα"〃Z,02/gl's, p. 273)

ChapterM Agreatstrife

Itisnaturalthatamaninhisadolescenceshouldhavea lifeapart fromhis

mother. Lifethenis, moreor less, connectedwithhissexdesireforanother

wonlan． cHismotherknewhowhewassufferingforwantofawoman' (18). @She‘Hismotherknewhowhewassufferingforwantofawoman， （18） ‘She

lovedhimfirst; helovedherfirst・ Andyet itwasnot enough'(19) . Tosatisfy

hisnewyoungglife, hewasinstinctivelycompelledtofeelforsomethingnewthat

wouldgivehimthewilltolive, thejoyandwarmthoflife, inawomandifferent

fromhismother.

Suchbeingthecase, Paulwasbitterlytornandconfused, andunabletomove

forwardsorbackwards・ Hewasnowgroaningunderbothhisownyounglifeseeking

anotherwomanandthegreatinfluenceofhismotherholdinghim・ Hefeltpleased

tosacrificehimselfforher, becausehewaswellawarethatamanwillneverfree

himselfcompletelyfromhismother'sbondageandthat,withouttakingherlifeinto

consideration, hewillneverbeabletoloveanotherwomanreallyandfreely. His

mindwastroubledwiththetwoincompatibleconcerns・Thereisanoteworthyremark

aboutLawrencehimselfbyHarryT.Moore:

Lawrence'sstrongbondwithhismothermadeitdifficultat that timeforhim
tocreateapermanentrelationshipwithawoman. （肋〃"邸加H"", p. 81)

within

aswill

isbest

hisson

wornan

Gcircle'

Ontheotherhand, amotherseemstoassertherrighttoretain

therealmofherlove. Shewillnevergiveuphersonto sucha

carryhimoff, andtakehisnewlife, andabsorbhim. Theword

fittedforexplainingthissituation:

Itwaslikeacirclewhichlifeturnedbackonitself, andgotno farther. She

borehim, lovedhim, kepthim, andhisloveturnedbackintoher, sothathe
couldnotbefreetogoforwardwithhisownlife, reallyloveanotherwoman.

(So"sα"〃Lzﾉ"s, p. 420)

Thefeelingthatthingsweregoinginacirclemadehimmad. ("". , p. 427)

ChapterW Paul'sfirsttrial

Paul'sfirsttrialoutsidehismother'ssphereoflovewashowtofindinanother

womansuchstrongtiesasexistedbetweenhimandhismother. Lawrencesenta
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letter toBertrandRussell commentingonithegeneral attitudeofEnglishpeople

towardswomen,saying: @$Whenamantakesawoman,heis"@g"elyrepeatingaknown

reactionuponhimself, notseekinganewreaction, adiscovery.''(20)Thus,Miriamis

regardedasthemostimportantwomannexttoMrs.Morel forus torealizehow

earnestlyanddeliberatelyLawrencesought for the .onenessandunityof fates'.

Moreover, Miriamwasdescribedsoreligiously_andmysticallythat Lawrence's

outlookonreligioncanbe, if inpart, understoodthroughprobingherattitude

towardthingsinNature,God, andPaul.

Mrs、Morelwas, thoughhermaritallifewasratherunhappy, satisfiedwithher

familylifeandlived, forthemostpart, asmall indoorexistence, seldomstepping

overthethreshhold. Shewascommonplace, rationalandlogical, becauseherwhole

doctrineforlifewas, asinmostwomen, nothingbuteaseofbodyandmind.

Paulwasdriven, asif fromtheworldof realityintothatofunreality, to

anotherwoman,Miriam,whowassoreligious-mindedthat,whenevershecame

acrosseverythingthatdrewherattention, sheneverfailedtofindDeityinitand

Paulwasnoexception. Insodoing, shebuiltherownspirituallyimmortalworld,

wheresheherselfcherishedareverenceforGodandtookasupremepleasure in

meetingwithHim. LivingwithinherselfandwithGod, shedidnotneedtobe

brought intocontactwithanyone. Paul'sexistencewithheronlyaddedtoher

esteemforGod・ Paul,whowascravingforthewarmthandstrength inlife, was

byandbyrousedtohavesympathyforher,and,underthesecircumstances, their

intimateintercoursestarted.

Herconceptofself-sacrificeisworthyofconsideration, becausePaulwishedto

establishafirmandperfectunionwithawoman, bodyandsoul, andstrongly

detestedthethoughtof self-sacrifice. Fromheranthropomorphicpointofview,

nothingwhichmadeherspell-boundappealedtohersoulwithoutPaul'srecognition

andsympathy, andhisadmirationforitwaSindispensabletoMiriam'senjoymentof

God'sblessing. ItmaybesaidthatPaulactedasifhewereacatalyzer. Inthis

way, hertoomuchattachmenttothingsinNaturerevealedherlongingforthemto

loveher, andher @eternalandabnormalcraving is tobe loved' (21)bytheDeity.

Afterall, shewishedtosacrificeherselfforthingsinNatureandloseherselfinthe

raptureofself~sacrifice, themysticalrapture.

WhatshewishedtohavewithPaulwasnot toexchangeevenaneveryday

affectionorembodiedpassion, but to @haveacommuniontogether'(22). Shewas

eagertohavea @soulunionorcommunion' (23)withhimthroughthemediumof

thingsinNature. Paulwasonceattractedtoherbelief inGodwithineverything,

andgainedafreshandkeeninsightintohislifeandthingsaroundhim・But, fedup

withhertoomuchintimacywiththingsinNature, Paulgraduallycameto ignore
her. Lawrencewroteasfollows:

Miriamfollowed,breathingthefragrance・ Toher, flowersappearedwith
suchstrengthshefeltshemustmakethempartofherself.Whenshebent
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andbreathedaflower, itwasasif sheandtheflowerwerelovingeach

other. Paulhatedherforit.Thereseemedasortofexposureabout the
action, somethingtoointimate. (So"sα"dLO2ﾉ"s, p. 214)

ChapterV Self-sacrifice

Theirlovewasdestinedtobeafailure, becauseMiriamwantedtohaveonlya

｡soulunion'withhim, and $gaveno livingwarmth'(24) tohim. Shethoughtthat

Paulhadlittleconnectionwithlove, andthatwhatmatteredwasbetweenherself

andGod. SeeingthathemustbetreatedasathinginNature, whatshewishedto

drawfromhimwasnothiswholebeingbutonlyhissoul, throughthemediumof

whichshecouldachieveher :soul communion' ． GShewantedthesoul outofhis

body, andnothim. '(25) Asifhewassomethingdivine, Hisholyson, shewas

alwayspreparedtosacrificeherself forhim. Therecouldbenohumanrelations

betweenthem. Shewasproudlyandwillinglytobeasacrificetothislove, God's

gift. Lawrenceexemplifiedherself-sacrificeasfollows:

Shelayasifshehadgivenherselfuptosacrifice: therewasherbodyfor

him; but the lookat thebackofhereyes, likeacreatureawaiting

immolation, arrestedhim, andallhisbloodfellback.

(So"s""dLO2ﾉ"s, pp. 353-354)

Paulwasawarethathelovedher, belongedtoherandhissoulwantedher,

but, inspiteofallhisdesires, hecouldnot @gobeyondtheCommunion-rail'(26)，

becausehewasnowunderthespellofMiriamandwasboundupwithherhandand

foot・ Theywereunitedwitheachotherastwosouls・ ButPaul'ssupremeaimof

havingthewarmthoflifeandwilltolivewasstaggeringintothedesperatethought

thatamanwillneverbeabletohaveaperfectandpermanentunionwithawoman.

Underthesecircumstances, hewasforcedtohavethealternativeof @puttingaside

himselfandhisdesire'(27)or <puttingheraside'(28). Lawrencewentsofarastosay:

Tohimnow,lifeseemedashadow,dayawhiteshadow; night,anddeath,

andstillness, and inaction, thisseemedlike be"g. Tobealive, tobe

urgentandinsistent-thatwas"o卜加-〃． (So"s""dZ,0""s, p. 350)

Thispessimisticstateoftheaffairbetweenthemwaschieflyderivedfromher

anthropomorphism, andhisincapabilityoflovingher, bodyandsoul, owingtothe

bondwithhismother.

ChapterW Criticismoncivilization

Lawrence'sdesperateandfruitlessefforts tosearchforsomethingvitaland

warminawomanandtohaveaperfectunionwithherresultedonlyinhis
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realizationofthesmallnessornothingnessofhisbeing. Generallyspeaking, when

pendingissues,materialorspiritual, becomeimpossibleofimmediatesolution, the

dissatisfactionofincapabilityofsolvingthemisliabletobeturnedtoacriticismon

the statusquoofhumanexistenceoraflight fromit. Lawrence'snomadic

dispositionandhisaspirationforanimaginarylifearethoughttobethuscreated:

Here,youcan'tliveasyoulike-inanywayorcircumstance・ You'relike
abitoutofthosecolouredmarblemosaicsinthehall, youhave tofit in

yourownset, fitintoyourownpattern, becauseyou'reputtherefromthe
first・ Butyoudon'twanttobelikeafixedbitofamosaic-youwantto

fuseintolife, andmeltandmixwiththerestoffolk, tohavesomethings
burnedoutofyou. (T"eW〃"eP"coch, pp. 72-73)

Judgingfromhisfrequentreferencesinhisworksto longingforgoingabroad,

Lawrenceseemstohaveentertainedaslightexpectationinforeignlandofbreathing

freeairoflifeandgettingfreeofanybondageshewasheld in. Infact, whenhe

wassuffocatedbyanguish, hemusthavefeltasCyrildid: .ThehillsofNethermere

hadbeenmywalls, andtheskyofNethermeremyroofoverhead. ，(28）

Lawrencesaidthat @thehumansoulneedsactualbeautyevenmorethanbread'(29).

Thisremarkwasareflectionofhisantagonisticattitude towardthesurging

industrialism. Heanticipatedthatmenwouldbeprisonersofindustrialism,withits

impersonalityandwithits force todriveallhumanenergyintonewbondage,a

competitionforgreateracquisition・ Itisnoexaggerationtosaythat, onthewhole,

healsowrote inhisearlyworksabout the industrial disasterandthe terrible

corruptionofhumanity. HewrotetoEdwardGarnettasfollows:

I Ioathethe ideaofEngland, and itsenervationandmistymiserable

modernness. Idon'twanttogobacktotownandcivilization. Iwant to

roughitandscramblefree,free・ Idon'twanttobetieddown.

(TT"eC0"〃〃Le""sqfD.H.L. , p. 135)

Itisnotaltogetherwithout reasonthathe incorporatedshortdescriptionsof

AnnableandHampsonintohisworks. AnthonyWest saidthatAnnable @playsa

leadingpart inLawrence's imagination'(30) . Annableissurelytheancestorof

Mellors inL"clyC伽"e"ay'sLo"", and, thoughthewriterneverlivedsuchalife

asAnnableorMellors',Annable'swayoflifeandoutlookoncivilizationaresafely

saidtobeamanifestatiOnofLawrence'sseverecriticismonthepresent stateof

ourcivilization. Annable'shatredagainstcivilizationisdescribedas @thepainted

fungusofrottenness'(31) ●

It seems thatamanmustbe faithful tohisreal nature, true tohimself.

Betrayaltohis <animalinstinct'(32) isagainstthehumannature. Infact, civilized

menmaybesaidtobebound,handandfoot, bythevisibleand invisiblefetters.

Breakingthese fettersof themoderncivilizationandfreedomfromanybondages

arerealizedthroughtherecoveryof ourprimeval respect forourownnature.
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Hesuggeststousthatweshouldnotbesubject to thepresentregulatedsystem

wehavebuiltup, andthatweshouldendeavourtosafeguardour. independenceand

establishoursupremacyoverthecivilizedworld.

Conclusion

WhatLawrencehadinmindattheearlystageofhis literarycareerwas the

idealrelationshipbetweenamanandawoman, inotherwords, theenjoymentof

thehappysenseofonenessorthesenseofwholeness. Theverythingheexpected

todrawfromthisrelationshipwasnotmeresensualitybutsomethingpermanentor

vitalthatwillgivethewarmthoflifeandwill tolivetoeachother.

Bornandbredinaminingdistrict, hewaskeenlyawareof the thensurging

industrialismwith itsgravelyevil influencepenetratinghumanity. Thesocial

conditionsinthosedaysandthedisharmonyofhisparents'maritallifehelpedhim

onthewaytothesearchfor thestrongandpermanent tiesbetweenamanand

awornan・

Itwasinthemother-and-sonrelationshipthathefirst foundout theperfect

unionwithitswarmthandstrengthoflife. Itistruethathisapproachtohismother

was, tosomeextent, duetohishatredtowardhisfatherandthe incessant strife

betweenhisparents, buttheintimacywithhismotherorrather theirhappysense

of onenesswas theverybeginningandbasisofhissearchfor the truehuman

relationship.Wasitpossible, then, foramantohaveaperfectunionwithawoman,

withtheexceptionofhismother？Theanswerwasinthenegative・Theconsideration

ofhiswritingsatthisstagereveals the impossibilityofhavingthesenseof the

Gonenessandunityoftheirfates'.Thethreepairs(TheMorels,GeorgeandMeg,

SiegmundandHelena)aretheveryexamplesofthedisharmonyorseveranceof the

man-and-womanrelationship.
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