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THEROLEOFTHEIANGUAGE

LABORATORYINTHETEACHING

OFSPOKENENGLXSH

MinoruKono

(Receivedon310ctoberl973)

1. Introduction

Wefindlanguagelaboratoriesinstalledinmanyschools, collegesanduniversi-

ties・ Thefacilitieshavebecomemoreandmoresophisticatedalongsidethede-

velopmentoftheprogramsusedforthem.

AsBrucePattisonsays,however, itsometimeshappensthat @4gadgetsare

takenasasignOfup-to-dateness,''and@@theyareusedwhenmorecouldbe

learnedinotherways. ''1)Weshouldbearinmindthatamachineisonlyanaid,

notanenditself・ Itshouldbecontrolledbyahumanbeing,notviceversa.

Fromthisviewpoint, Iwouldliketoreconsiderwhatthismachinecanandcan-

notdointheteachingofEnglish-particularlyofspokenEnglish.

Thispaperisbasedonmy.experienceinteachingatatechnicalcollege, the

typeofcollegewithaseniorhighschoolcourseincluded. Iintend, therefore,

thatitshalldealwiththeproblemsbothatcollegeandseniorhighschoollevel.

2. FromManipulationtoCommunication

Itisoftensaidthatweshouldimprovefourskillsharmoniouslyinlearninga

foreignlanguage-English,inourcase.Thatisexactlythecasewhenweteach

studentsatelementarylevel, butatintermediateandadvancedleveltheteach-

ingofspokenEnglishisobligedtobegraduallyseparatedfromthatofwritten

English・ ForspokenEnglishwecanusedifferentteachingmaterialsfromthose

forreading, though, ofcourse, theyhavemuchincommon・ Needless tosay,

theultimateaimofteachingspokenEnglishshouldbetoletstudentscommuni-

catefreelyinEnglish.

Variousdrillshavebeendevisedandpracticed, suchaspatternpracticeand

otherkindsOfstructureandvocabularydrills・ ItWas _vaguelyassumedthat

throughthesedrillsstudentswouldacquireautomaticlanguagehabitsandthus

beabletoconmmunicate・Recently,however,ithasbeenrecognizedthat,

thoughthesedrillsareuseful, theycannotofthemselvesequipstudentStOex-

pressthemselvesinthelanguageoutsidetheclassroom・Theneedforwell-planned
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communicationpracticehasbeenkeenlyfelt・ Thistrendisclearlyreflectedin

thenewly-enforCedCdUrseSOfStudyfOrjunior"andSeniOr≠high.schools issued

bytheEducationMinistryofJapan.

ThesetwokindsofactivitieslwhichCliffordH.Pratorcalls"manjpulative"

and@0communicative''activities2), shouldbeeffectivelycoordinatedintheteach-

ingprogramofspokenEnglish. IAndIwouldliketOConSiderherehowthe

languagelaboratoryshouldbeusedinconnectionwiththisprogram.

Wesometimesmeetwith@$acoldlookatthelanguagelaboratory. '' Forexam-

ple,B.Richardsremarks:

C$IamsurethatteacherswhousetheLLareunwareoftheviciouseffects

thatthisteachingmachinecannotfailtoproduce; andlamsurethatthose
whoproducetheLLmaterialwithsuchingenuityareunawareofthemalso.
Atthesametime, bothwouldprobably, almostcertainly, subscribetothe
conceptoflanguageasameansofcommunication; butitissimplynottrue,
norbyanystretchoftheimaginationcoulditbemade toappeartrue, that
theLLseeslanguageasameansofevenrudimentarycommunication・ Be－
causehowcananyteachingmethodwhichactivelyhindersandinhibits
communicationbesaidtoworkintheinterestsofcommunication？"3）

Thisremarkdoessoundplausible, but,asamatteroffact, thereseemstobe

someconfusionbetweentwophasesoflanguage learning宇一namely,manipulation

andcommunication.

RichardC.Bedford,afterreferringtosomeofthedisadvantagesofthelabora-

tory,maintains:

04IremainconvincedthattheLLhasafunction. Thatfunction, however,

isfarmoremodestthanmanyhaveassumed・ TheLLisuseful forteach-

ingpronunciation,andintonation,whatissometimeslabeledprosody, isless

useinteachingconversation(ortheactiveuseofphraSal/clausaldiscoUrse),
and, finally, theLLcertainlydoesnotteachcommunicatiOn・"4)

Wenoticethatthislimitationofthefunctionof the laboratoryis

withthedistinctionbetweenmanipulationandcommunicationphases.

RiversisquitewellawareofthiscorrelationwhenshestateS:

concerned

WilgaM.

66Thelaboratorymaybeusefulduring thememorizationandformalstages

withaudio-visualcourses, particularlyatseniorhighschoolandundergrad-

uatelevel. Itisnotsuitablefortheinitialpresentationofmaterialandfor

thegrouppractice, norforextensionofwhathasbeenlearnedtoattempts
atrealcommunication・ Thestudents arehamperedbytheunnaturalenvi-

ronmentandareunabletodevelopafeelingforgrouprelationshipsWhich
’'5）facilitatessuchcommunication.

WecanconclUde, therefore, thattheinitialpresentatiOnofmaterialshouldbe

performedaspre-1abwork,manipulativeactivitiesaslabwork,andcommunicative

activitiesaspost-labwork・ Herelwouldliketocallyourspecialattentionto



119

pressures fromcolleaguesorthead-

occupyingthelaboratoryforlessons
herSuggestionthat@$teachersmust-resist
ministrationwhiChwouldforcetheminto

forwhichitisinappropriatej3'6) ･ － ． ℃ _ ：.． _

3. HoWtoConductCommunicatiOnPractice●

Iwouldliketopresentheresomeproblemsinconductingcommunicationprac-

ticeiaspost-labwork.

(1) InJapanesecollegesanduniversitiesoneteacherusuallyteachesoneclass
twohourSaweek. InthissituatiOnitisratherdifficulttosecuresufficient
timeforthiskindofpractice.

(2) OneclassisusuallycomposedOf40orSOstudentslormoreinsomecases.
Itisdifficultforateachertocontrolsomanystudents, anditisalsodiffi-
cultforeachstudenttohaveenoughchancestopractice.

(3) Canateacherwhoisnotfluenthimselfintheforeignlanguage teachthe
speakingskill？
ImyselftriedtOSolvethefirstandsecondprOblemsbyadopting thefollow-弓．

ingplan,onwhichlmadeareport7)before.
AtourtechnicalcollegelteachspokenEnglishtothefirstyearstudents,who
aretheSameageasthoseinthefirstyearof seniorhighschool・ Oneclassis
composedof40students. Inpre-labsessionslteachthewholeclasstogetherin
theclassroom.Afterthatthestudentsmovetothelab,wheretheyaredivided
intotwogroups. Halfofthemdolabworkintheirbooths,whiletheotherhalf
docommunicationpracticeundermysupervisionatthebackSpacewherethere
arenobooths. Inthemiddleoftheclasshourtheychangetheirplaces. Thus
inface－to-facecommunicationsituatiOnstheycanhavemorechancesofpractice
thanintheclassroom.

Incidentally, Ifoundsimilarideasproposedintwooftheabove-mentioned
articles・OneofthemisbyB・Richards,whosays:

lGIflhavealargeclass－say50－Isplititintotwoandteachhalfinturn.
TigoMMM~~famnotteathingsometimesuse, theLLtaPeof"LiYing
Efigiigii~gbegEE"byStannardAllen;OnestudWwqrksIhetaP.=rem""
W;Miigfaisf6tii5monationpatternsand/orPractisesthemtogether."8)

Meanwhile,WilgaM.Riverssuggests:

‘‘Atmoreadvancedlevelswheremonitoringislessvital， theteachermay
lalg3fi5SM6iloftheStudentstoWorkwiththetapes,_whilehggathersa
SmigfbuParoundhimforpracticeinthereal give-and-takeofconVersa-

”9） ‐tion.

AsyouseefromtheseproposalS2 :thisplanisassuited, ormaybemOresuit-
ed, toadvancedlevelsthantOlessadvancedlevels・ AtlessadvancedleVels,.a
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teacherwhoisnotafluentspeakerofEnglishmaybeable to teachthespeak-
ingskill,asRiversanswerslo)thethirdquestionthatlmentionedaboVe.Butit

maybecomemoredifficultforhimtoteachitasstageSgoup・ Itwouldbe

verywell, ofcourse, toaskhelpfromanativespeakerofEnglish, butevena

JapaneseteachercanandmusthaveacommandofEnglishbytryingtoimprove
hisownoralskills・ Theinstallmentofthelabdoesnotgivehimanexcuse for
neglectingtoimprovethem.

Thetypesofcommunicationpracticearedifferent, dependingonthestagesof
learning. Insteadofgoingtoofarintothematter,Iwilljustciteoneexample
ofpracticethatlgavetomystudents,whoarerankedatlessadvanced,or

maybeelementary, level.

TeachingMaterial :WilliamL.Clark, S伽ﾙg〃Aw@e"cα〃E"g〃sh－I〃〃”"c幼γy
Co""se-[ThirdEdition],Kenkyusha
Lesson2, pp、 26-27

ManipulationPractice:

9． ChangetheitemsinNo. 5toquestions・ UseJIe.
E9． Youswimeverysummer．／Doesheswimeverysummer？／Yes・He
sw1rnseverysurnmer.

10． ChangetheitemsinNo. 5toquestions・ Uses"g. Givenegativereplies.
Eg. Youswimeverysummer．／Doessheswimeverysummer？／No．
Shedoes'tswimeverysummer.

CommunicationPractice:

StudentA: I (skate) every(winter) .
(don'tskate)

StudentB: Does (Mr.） A（skate） every（winter）？
(Miss)

StudentC: Yes. (He) (skates)every(winter) .
(She)

(or)No. (He)doesn't (skate) every(winter)
(She)

4. WhichTypeofLabtoUse

Inthesystemmentionedsofar, astudentdoesnothavetorecordmaterial

ontapewhilehe is inhisbooth, sincehehasnotime toplaybackduring
thesession・ Anaudio-activetypeoflabisenoughforthispurpose・ Asthelab
installedinourcollegeisanaudio-active-comparativetype, itispossibletogive

●

himtimetodoso, butlhavesomedoubtsaboutusingitthisway.
Inthefirstplace, wecanhardlyexpect self-correctiondUringthelabwork
fromstudentsatintermediatelevel, tosaynothingofthoseatelementarylevel.
Whenateachermonitors,hecannotcorrectallhisclassinoneclasshdur・ He
wouldbeabletocorrectthemmoreeffectivelyifheadoptedtheabove-mentioned
systembyteachinghalfinturn.
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Inthesecondplace, ifastudentisgiVentimetoplayback, itisnotalways
easyforhimtopractice$:athisownpace,''sincethealloted timeandmaterial

arethesametoalltbeclassmembers.

IfwearetomakethemosteffectiveuseofanA-A-Ctypeoflab, weshould

adoptthelibrarysystem,which@:allowsstudentstocomeandgoonaveryflex-

ibleindividualschedule, enablingthemtoselectanduseoneofalargenumber
ofprograms.''11)Thissystemismostsuitableforcollegeanduniversitylevels.As
amatteroffact, ithasrecentlybeenadoptedinsomeuniversities,asisseenin

apaperentitled$(TheLanguageLaboratoryRunontheLibrarySystem.”12）

Wenoticeinthispaperthatnotonlyteachersbutalsosomeassistantsareen-

gagedintheoperationofthissyStem. Itisverydifficulttomakeanoverall

adoptionofthissysteminourcollege, wherewehavenoassistantsforthe

laboratory・ Itisopenafterschool jUsttwiceaweek, whenthefirstyear

studentsareallowedtopracticebyusingthetapesonwhichtheyhaverecorded

materialduringregularlabsessions. Otherstudentsarealsofreetocomehere

atthisperiodiftheywantto・ ItiSstronglydesiredthatthenumberoflab

staffsbeincreasedsothatthissystemmaybeoperatedonamoreamplescale.

Inregularlabsessionsontheabove-mentionedplan, aSwell, thehelpofan

assistantisurgentlyneededifwearetomonitorourstudentsasameansof

evaluation.Becauseofhis(orher)absenceinourcollege, Iamforcedtoeval-

uatetheirabilitieschieflybymeansofareviewtestforeachlesson, inwhich

theylistentoeachstimulusontapeandwritedownaresponseforit. Thein_

creaseoflabstaffswillsurelyhelPevaluatetheirspeakingabilitiesmore

correctlywithoutgivingupmyplan. It ismostdesirable that anassistantbe

inchargeof thestudents intheboothswhileateacher supervises theother

halfintheroomadjoiningthelaboratory.

Afterthefirstyearstudentsofourcollegefinish thespokenEnglish lessons

thatlgivethemtwiceaweek, theyaretaughtEnglishconversationbyAmeri-

caninstructorsonceaweekintheir socondand thirdyears･Mrs.ElizabethB.

Kitch, aninstructorteachingthesecondyearstudents, sometimesremarksthat

thestudentssheteachesnowrespondfarbetterthanthoseshe taughtwhohad

hadlabsessionsunderadifferentsystemonlyonceaweekintheirfirstyear.

Ihavenoticed,however,thatnotafewstudentswhohavehadtrainingonthis

planmorethantwoyearsstillhavesomedifficulty intheiraural comprehen-

sion. Atanadvancedstageitwouldbebetterto laymoreemphasis onhear-

ingpracticethanonspeakingpractice,whetherconductedasregularsessionsor

onthelibrarysystem.

5． ConcluSion

Ihavemadesomesuggestionsontheformsoflaboratoryoperationateach

stageinconnnectionwiththeteachingprogramofspokenEnglish. Theymay
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thetablebelowbesummarizedas.shownin

‐申一一も= ､｡← ？G一角 ～ 凸一も~

Advanced(College

&University)

IntermediateElementary

(JuniorHighSchool) (SeniorHighSchool)

１
－
１ Materialmainlyfor

auralcomprehension

MaterialforspokenMaterialbasedon

textbooksusedin

classsessions

English,separated
Materialfor

RegularLab

Sessions

fromtextbooksused

inclasssessions,

thoughbas.edon

learnedmaterial

AnA-A-Ctype

shouldbeinstalled

soastobeexten-

sivelyusedonthe

librarysystemas

wellasforregular

sessions・ Students

whopracticeonthe

librarysystemcan

begivenevaluation

andcreditifthey

wantto.

Thoughitisadvis-

abletouseanA-A-C

type,material

shouldjustbere-

cordedonthetape

atregularsessions.

Itcanbebrought

backtothelab､again

afterschool・ The

studentsareencour-

agedtouseother

pre-recordedtapes

aswellonthe

librarysystem.

MOstlabwork

shouldbedoneas

regularseSsions.

AnA-Atypewill

doifnotusedfor

otherpurposes.

LabOpera-

tionSystem

andthe

Typeof

Lab

｜

’
Bothshouldbeper-

formedinthe

adjoiningroomas

occasiondemands.

Post-1abworkmay

aswellbesuper-

visedbyinstructors

whosenativelan-

guageisEnglish.

Performedinthe

classroom.

Bothshouldbeper-

formedintheclass-

roomasregularclass

sessions,withautho-

rizedtextbooksas

teachingmaterial.

Pre-lab

Work

Peformedinthe

roomadjoiningthe

lab,coordinated

withlabwork.

Post-1ab

Work

Finally, Iwouldliketoasserthereagainthatweshouldmakeuseofthelan－

guagelaboratoryinitsmosteffectiveway, realizingitslimitationandrecogniz-
ingthatlanguageteachingshouldeventuallybedesigned tohelpourstudents
communicateinthelanguage.
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Ac月"o"ledgw@e"ts

Thisarticleisbasedonthepaperl .readatthe7thSummer institutefor
. 言 むp 一

collegeEnglishteaChinginJapan, sponsoredbytheJapanAssociationofCollege

EnglishTeachers (JACET) andheldinHachioji, Tokyo, Julyl973. Forcom-

mefitSandsuggestionslamgratefultomanyparticipantsandinstructorsthere,

especiallytoDr・OwenThomas,oflndianaUniversity, andProf・KazueYoshida,

ofFukuokaUniversityofEducation. Iwouldalsoliketoexpressappreciation

toDr.LeonA.Jakobovits, ofUniversityofHawaii, forhisenlighteninglec-

tures. TheygaVesomevaluablehintsonthequestionof"communicationprac-
tice,''Onwhichlamplanningtomakefurtherinvestigations.
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