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English Education through E-mail Exchange with Overseas Students
Toshitaka KODOH and Mitsugu KOBAYASHI
(1999411 A30 B %)

We held the course in Liberal Arts Seminar of 1998, titled “Let’s make an e-mail exchange
with people in foreign countries”, with the attempt to apply e-mail exchange to English
education. The aims of the course were to promote students’ understanding of foreign culture
and their ability to express in English and gather information from what overseas students
write in English.

This paper reports this course, in which we practiced the e-mail exchange with students
in a US high school, and discusses, based on the questionnaires, how well our goals were

achieved through this project.
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11/24/1998

Hetlo Again!

How are you? | am fine. [ am writing this on Tuesday because the rest
of this week we are off from school because of a holiday called
Thanksgiving. [t is celebrated because our English ancestors got help
and food from thé Indians, and we gave thanks and peace in return. [t is
going to be celebrated on Thursday, but my school is nice so it is
giving us a few extra days off. ¥hat are a few of the holidays you
celebrate in Japan? [ look forward to your reply. See you Later!

“Jim~
11/30/1998

Hello, Jim. How are you? ['m fine.

This week, there are exams in my school. [ have experienced the

test for six times. The test is very difficult. But, | have got
full marks for twice. They are measure and math. How about you?
By the way, ¥hat are you interested in now? | am interested in
music. | often listen to music. Japanese music is very good. Do you
know any Japanese musicians? [ want to know some American
musicians. Please tell me.
Do you interested in Japanese language? If you said yes, ['1l teach
Japanese.
[ am looking forward to your answer. See youl!

Shin’ ichi

12/4/1998

Hep St .

" How are you? ['m fine. [ have really hard tests [ had to take too,
it was called the PSAT. [ got my results back today, and [ got above
average scores. My parents are going to be happy. And good luck with
your tests, [ hope you do well. As for music, ‘| love music. I’ sorry,
but [ don't know any Japanese-musicians. [ like to listen to rock and
roll, alternative, and some rap music. Some artists over here are
Offspring, ¥hite Zombie, Korn, and Rammstein for rock and roll, Verve
Pipe, Cranberries, and Limp Bizkit for alternative, and Master P, Tag
Team, and Bone Thugs 'n Harmony for rap. [ like to play my music with a
lot of bass, it makes it rumble and sound louder. I would like to know

some of the musicians in Japan if you' 11 tell me about them. I am also
,iggyiggﬁgggsted in Japanese, and [ am going to take it again as a main

“dOUFse «[::go to college. [ also want to visit Japan one day and

= $tudy, sitre»" 1f you could teach me a few phrases or sentences that are

iactialiy-iseful to me, unlike what | have been taught in class so far, [

“woud ry thankful. [f there is anything in English you want to

-learn:how<to say, just ask. Well, bye for now. ['1l write again soon.
Tin

12/7/1998

Hi Jim! How are you? I'm fine.
I got two examination papers. The result is quite-good. I hope
other tests are also good grade.
I'm interested rap music, but actually, rap music-is very
difficult. ,
Japanese rap music is very fast, so Japanese rap music is also
difficult. And of course I want to know some American musicians.
By the way, | tell some Japanese phrase. You say "Good morning”
in the morning. I[n Japan, it say "0 ha yoh”, and I say "Ko n ni chi
wa”.
"Ko n ni ti wa” means " Good afternoon”. And "Good evening” is
called"o n ba n wa". What do you want to know next time?
I'm looking forward your answer. See you!

Shin’ ichi

1248 2 A
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